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1.Introduction
1-1.Involvment of Universities to cope with the problem of 
depopulation in Japan
● The Ministry of Education、Culture、Sports、Science and Technology(MEXT) 
the government of Japan to lead the social contribution of the universities by the 
University Center of Community (COC )program since 2013. 
●The faculty of regional collaboration of Kochi Univ. and the faculty of 
collaborative regional innovation of Ehime Univ., respectively ,to conduct the 
higher education and research for enhancing the social contribution in the field 
of rural re-vitalization with local governments and local communities. 
 ● The serious depopulation and aging problem has beenlooked over. The 
marginal community village（限界集落）is defined that the percentage of the 
people older than 65 years is more than 50 % of total population of the village 
community. In 2015, the percentage of the marginal village community is about 
20 %( 15,568) among the 75,622 village communities located the depopulated 
area of 1,028 local governments (1). 　In 2017, the 817 local governments are 
recognized as the depopulated local government against the 1,718 of the total 
local governments in Japan(2) 
●The new faculty( not the faculty of agriculture)has been expected to take a role 
in the regional collaboration and local re-vitalization because  the local re-
vitalization programs are not only agricultural related but also much cultural, 
educational, social welfare, volunteer works, tourism, business oriented in rural 
Japan. Among these, the programs of culture and volunteer works are most 
important to sustain the depopulated village communities. 

1-2.Model of Land Grand University of USA in Agricultural and 
Rural Development of Bangladesh ( East Pakistan period)
●The model of direct involvement in local re-vitalization or rural development is 
not original in Japan. In Bangladesh, Bangladesh Agricultural University(Photo1), 
Mymenshingh and Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development, Comilla are 
institutionally involved for extension in the Upozila( sub-district) where they are 
located. 
●BAU and BARD have been established in 1959 and 1961 respectively during the 
East Pakistan period under the international cooperation program between East 
Pakistan and USA.The Texas A&M University assisted BAU (3).  The Michigan 
State  University assisted BARD(4). The state university of USA had played an 
important role in establishment of BAU and BARD. USA  government tried to 
introduce the experience of  the state university of Land Grand University for 
East Pakistan that time.  
●GHQ (General Headquarters) in Japan after the second world war had also tried 
to introduce the model of the state university of USA for agricultural extension 
and rural development to Japan, but  it was not realized because of change of 
GHQ policy by USA Government in relation to Korean War. 

2.Objective of  the presentation
  This paper firstly aims to explain the establishment history of Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, and secondly to review the difference between the 
agricultural extension and rural development model between Japan and USA and 
its significance for historical development briefly.

3. Result and Discussion 
3-1. BAU establishment and BAU extension center (BAUEC)
●USAID collaboration linking with Texas A&M University initial support to 
capacity building through professional advisers, man power development 
(providing MS/PhD scholarships for newly recruiting academic staff) and 
laboratory equipment etc. 
● Two IDA Credit Agreements signed subsequently between the Government 
and the World Bank in 1964 and 1966. 
●The initial idea was to run BAU in Land Grant University Model, which was 
later converted into BAU Extension Approach.
3-2. Development of BAU Extension Approach
●Bangaldesh Agricultural Extention Center(BAUEC) established in 1976 to 
connect rural people with BAU in collaboration with the other government 
departments and NGOs 
● Practical Learning and Rearch program implemented at the BAUEC( Photo 
2-6).

3-3 Land Grant University Concept
 ● The Land Grant University (also called Land Grant College) is an 
institution of higher education in the United States designated by a state to 
receive the benefits of the Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890. The history of Land 
Grant University goes back to 1840s when concept of publicly funded 
agricultural and technical educational institutions first rose to national 
attention in USA. 
●The Morrill Acts funded educational institutions by granting federally 
controlled land to the states for them to sell, raise funds, to establish and 
endow “land grant” to teach agriculture and mechanical arts. 
●Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas (later renamed as Texas A & 
M University) for instance, was established in 1876 under the provision of the 
Land Grant Acts. Ultimately, most land grant colleges became large public 
universities that today offer full spectrum of educational opportunities in USA.

3-4 Difference of Agricultural Extension and Rural 
Development between Japan and USA(5)
● In the United States, Land Grand University becomes manager of subsidy 
relating to extension projects and the authority to consult with the federal 
government to decide the extension project’s content. 
●The extension projects became the “extended education of the university 
for the people who did not attend the university. As a result, it was not 
necessarily limited to farmers and their families. Urban inhabitants were also 
be covered later. 
●The projects covered the contents from cultivation technology to 
management technology, including rural development and nutrition 
education. 
●In Japan, the extension projects became a part of the agricultural policies 
of the national or prefectural governments, so that the target was limited to 
farmers consisting of farmers and farmers' families. Cultivation technology 
was focused on and developed.
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2.Methodology
Literature survey through internet, Interviews with the concerned people in 
Bangladesh Agricultural University Extension Office, Mymenshingh as needed 
in 2017.

Photo 1 Bangladesh Agricultural University Photo 2 BAUEC

Photo 3 Students and Teachers 
listening from farmers

Photo4 Animal vaccination Program Photo5 Kitchen Garden program at 
school 

Photo6 Exhibition of farmer’s produce 

Activites of BAUEC (Photo 3 ～ 4)


